
Saturday, January 10 at 1 pmSaturday, January 10 at 1 pm
First Lutheran Church, TacomaFirst Lutheran Church, Tacoma

Sunday, January 11 at 2 pmSunday, January 11 at 2 pm
Ballard First Lutheran ChurchBallard First Lutheran Church

Featuring:Featuring:
Mark Hilliard Wilson, guitar Mark Hilliard Wilson, guitar 
Seattle Guitar OrchestraSeattle Guitar Orchestra
Nordic EnsembleNordic Ensemble

DENMARKDENMARK

Six Danish StringsSix Danish Strings



Program

Med Sorgen Og Klagen (Dispair not oh heart) 	 Traditional Hymn, arr. Mark Hilliard Wilson
Full Ensemble

Chaconne in A Minor BuxWV 160	 Dietrich Buxtehude (1637–1707)
Seattle Guitar Orchestra & Mark Hilliard Wilson

Med Sorgen Og Klagen Variation I	 Traditional Hymn, arr. Wilson
Polonaise, Op. 2, No. 1 	 Henrik Rung (1807-1871)

Mark Hilliard Wilson

Med Sorgen Og Klagen Variation II	 Traditional Hymn, arr. Wilson
Full Ensemble

Four Rhythmic Pieces 	 Lars Hegaard (b. 1957)
I.	 Quarter Note = 92
II.	 Quarter Note = 63
III.	Quarter Note = 60

Mark Hilliard Wilson
Dreams	 Hegaard

I.	
II.	
III.	

Seattle Guitar Orchestra

Intermission

Med Sorgen Og Klagen Variation III	 Traditional Hymn, arr. Wilson
Full Ensemble

Some Music About Trolls	 Mark Hilliard Wilson (b. 1965)
I.	 The Fremont Troll
II.	 The Orgin of Trolls

Seattle Guitar Orchestra

Med Sorgen Og Klagen Variation IV	 Traditional Hymn, arr. Wilson
Full Ensemble

Rituals  	 Hegaard
I.	 Obsessions 
II.	 Digressions
III.	Leaving It All Behind

Nordic Ensemble & Mark Hilliard Wilson

Nordic Chamber Music 2025 - 2026	  	  Denmark

Six Danish Strings



Mark Hilliard Wilson is the conductor, composer, arranger and music 
director to the Seattle Guitar Orchestra. Mark runs the Guitar Or-
chestra as a workshop, open to all levels of classical guitarists. The goal 
of the workshops are to get the classical guitarist out of their basement, 
bedroom, living room and into the fraternity of fellow guitarists so 
music can be made together. The number of players in Guitar Orches-
tra has ranged from 8 to 40. Wilson has run 25 workshops over the last 
10 years, often writing most of the music performed. There is always 
a specific focus of the music; from programs exploring the cultures of 
the Silk Road, Latin America, and Spain, to the study of composers 

from the late 18th century such as Jan Kritic Neruda and Johann David Henichen. Some of the venues Guitar Orchestra 
has played are Nordstrom Recital Hall in Seattle, Victoria Conservatory in British Columbia, Soundbridge, The Phinney 
Neighborhood Center, and the annual Seattle Classic Guitar Society Holiday Concert at the Seattle Mennonite Church.

The members of the Seattle Guitar Orchestra appearing today are Lucas Victor, Alex Lathum, Jason Dewiler, Leland Hole-
man, Brian Bunch, David Fetrow, Ellen Rak, Dian Chase, and Ted Bae.

Mark Hilliard Wilson has an engaging approach to teaching and programing concerts that draws 
from the deep well of history and a desire to relate contemporary interests to universal themes. Born 
in Palo Alto, California in 1965 his childhood was spent moving every two years from Minnesota to 
Holland, to Washington DC to Payette, Idaho before his parents finally found their slice of heaven 
in Boise, Idaho. Mark continued to travel to Bellingham, Rochester and visit other countries before 
finding his base in Seattle in 1995. He founded the Seattle Guitar Orchestra in 2000 and became the 
cathedral guitarist at St. James Cathedral in Seattle 2006. He has taught at Whatcom Community 
College, Bellevue College, the Rosewood Guitar and is currently at the Holy Names Academy, his 

compositions are published by Seconda Prattica and performed widely. Recently Wilson premiered a concerto written for 
him by the Ukrainian composer Oleg Boyko.  Wilson will be directing Guitar ensembles in the premier of a work he com-
missioned from Boyko at the 2023 Northwest Guitar Festival in Bellingham, Wa.  2023 will see the release of The Music of 
Taiwo Adegoke, Changing the canon of the classical guitar with music from Nigeria. Music for Seattle Guitar Orchestra 
and cello and classical guitar featuring cellist Abbie Eads.

About the Artists

Evan Pengra Sult
flute

Elizabeth Phelps 
violin

Rachel Yoder
clarinet

Josie Zocco
piano

Michael Tavani 
cello

Bonnie Whiting 
percussion

Daren Weissfisch 
conductor

The Seattle Guitar Orchestra

Nordic Ensemble



Join us for our upcoming concerts!

The 2025-2026 season is produced by the Northwest 
Edvard Grieg Society, & supported, in part, by 

4Culture, ArtsFund, & the City of Bellevue.

Support us!

Donations are welcome 
& always appreciated.

Donate securely by 
scanning this QR code.

Today’s reception is generously provided by the 
Northwest Danish Association. We are grateful for 

their collaboration and delictious treats. 
Donations are welcome to support their costs for 

today as well as for their organzition.

Tacoma & Seattle

Finland
  Melartin Birthday Bash  
  September 20 & 21  

Denmark
  Six Danish Strings
  January 10 & 11

Iceland
  Sveinbjörnsson Celebration
  February 7 & 8

Sweden
  Whirling Swedish Winds
  March 7 & 8

Nordic Neighbor: 
  Lithuania
  Four Lithuanian Hands
  April 18 & 19

Norway
  Grieg in Dialogue
  May 2 & 3

Saturdays at 1 pm at First 
Lutheran Church, Tacoma
Sundays at 2 pm at Ballard 

First Lutheran Church

Produced by the
Northwest Edvard Grieg Society 

and supported, in part, by:

nordicchambermusic.org

Laura Loge, Artistic Director

2025-2026 Season

Nordic Chamber Music presents six
concerts each season – one for each 

Nordic country and a neighbor.
This unique series lets each 

country's music shine on its own
musical merit, offering audiences
the opportunity to hear Nordic 

chamber music live and in-person.

Free with suggested donation levels


