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An Afternoon in Britain

Program

The Salley Gardens

How Sweet the Answer (The Wren)
O Waly, Waly

Oliver Cromwell

Piano Lyrics from the Hebrides, Book 11
The Death Croon (An Cronan Bais)

Ye Banks and Braes O’Bonnie Doon

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976)

Marjory Kennedy-Fraser (1857-1930)

Helen Hopekirk (1865-1845)

Comin’ Thro” the Rye (Gin a body meet a body)

Piano Lyrics from the Hebrides, Book I
Hebridean Dance (Port a Bial)

The Ash Grove

Kennedy-Fraser

Britten

Bugeilior Gwenith Gwyn (I was lonley and forlorn)
Dafydd y Garreg Wen (David of the White Rock)

Intermission

Three Folk Songs of the Pacific Northwest
I.  Seattle Illahee
II. The Girl with the Striped Socks On
III. The Old Settler

The White Mountain

Gwyntyd (Paradise)
My Little Welsh Home
Anfonaf Angel

Steven Luksan (b. 1988)

Ernest Moeran (1894-1950)

Meirion Williams (1901-1976)
W.S. Gwynn Williams (1896-1978)
Robat Arwyn (b. 1959)

Program Notes

Benjamin Britten (1913-1976) was a central figure of
20th century British music, including opera works
Peter Grimes, Turn of the Screw, vocal and chamber
works. His most important muse was his personal
and professional partner and tenor Peter Pears and
he formed the annual Aldeburgh Festival in 1948.
He compiled six volumes of Folk Song arrangements
in the 1940s. War had begun in Europe and he was
concerned about the welfare of family and friends in
the UK, so his attention turned to folk melodies from
England, Scotland and Wales.

The Welsh language, known as Cymraeg, is a celtic lan-
guage. It is Britain’s oldest language with origins in the
Indo-European and Brythonic languages. It is an im-
portant part of Welsh culture and history, and used in
everyday life, education and work with several dialects.
In 1536 Henry VIII’s Act of Union prohibited the use
of Welsh in public administrations, which stood until
it was repealed in 1942. Since 2000, the teaching of
Welsh has been compulsory in all schools in Wales up
to the age of 16, stabilizing and reversing the decline of
the language, and it was given its official status in 2011.
- Nerys Jones



About the Artists

Praised for her ‘focused Mezzo, real presence, pearly clean sound, and crystal-clear diction’
(The Times), Nerys Jones gained huge success during her time at English National Opera
(ENO) in London, perfecting her talent for playing ‘pants roles’. Nerys's roles at ENO included
Hansel, Cherubino, Despina, Garcias, Zerlina, Mercedes, Kitchen Boy, Flower Maiden, 2nd
Lady, Proserpina, Flora, Melissa, Sister Mathilde and Pitti Sing. Roles at other opera compa-
nies include Rosina in The Barber of Seville; Dorabella in Cosi fan tutte; Dryad in Ariadne auf
Naxos; Stewardess in Flight; and Angelina in La Cenerentola. She performed with the Scottish
Chamber Orchestra, Scottish Early Music Consort, and the National Youth Orchestra of Wales.
Nerys made her Seattle Opera debut as Inez in Il trovatore in 2019 and returned to the company
to sing Giovanna in Rigoletto. Other recent roles include Female Chorus in The Rape of Lucretia

and Marcellina in The Marriage of Figaro, both at Tacoma Opera. At Vashon Opera, she sang

Second Lady in The Magic Flute. Since moving to Seattle, Nerys has worked with the Seattle
Opera, Pacific Northwest Ballet, Seattle Chamber Music Society, Northwest Philharmonia and Northwest Sinfonietta. She
also continues to enjoy a busy concert schedule. A native Welsh speaker growing up in the heart of Wales and surrounded
by music from a very young age, Nerys feels blessed to have been born in the country known as the ‘Land of Song’.

Steven Luksan is a composer, pianist, and educator making music in Seattle. He is a pianist

at Seattle Opera, on faculty at Music Center of the Northwest, and is the accompanist for the
Seattle Mannskor. He currently serves as Composer-in-Residence with the Northwest Edvard
Grieg Society. Steven received a Master’s Degree in Music Composition from the Universi-

ty of British Columbia and Bachelor’s Degrees in Music and Norwegian Language from the
University of Washington. Steven is an advocate for the performance of new and uncommon
compositions, especially those by Scandinavian composers and women composers, and for the
performance of chamber music in intimate settings. He is the founder and artistic director of
the Saltwater Music Series in Des Moines, a concert series dedicated to performances of local
and off-the-beaten-path chamber music. As a performer and researcher, his interests focus on
late-19th and 20th century Nordic and American music, especially music composed by Norwe-

gian-American immigrant composers. Highlights of the 2023- 2024 concert season included
the premiere of Steven’s first opera, Valparaiso, a tour throughout Washington State with Seattle Opera’s production of
Monkey and Francine in the City of Tigers, and a revival of Alf Hurum’s chamber music in Hawaii and Washington. As a
scholar, Steven’s accomplishments include the presentation of his research paper “Bjarne Rolseth in America: the Life and
Work of a Norwegian-American Composer” at the International Edvard Grieg Society Conference in Bergen, Norway,
and his lecture recital “Leif Erikson in Seattle: Gerard Tonning and Norwegian Opera in the New World” for the Society

for the Advancement Scandinavian Studies.

A fascination with local culture, language, and folk
music led the composers Marjory Kennedy-Fraser
(1857-1930) and Ernest John Moeran (1894-1950) to
create the works for solo piano on today’s program.
Kennedy-Fraser, born to a musical family in Scotland,
spent years travelling throughout the Hebrides, re-
cording folk songs on wax cylinders and creating new
arrangements of the songs for various combinations
of voice, piano, or harp. Moeran, who was injured as
a soldier in WWI, became an avid collector of folk
music in both England and Ireland in the interwar
period, and eventually settled in County Kerry in the
southwest of Ireland.

Folk music is an integral part of our sense of culture,
and the early European settlers of the Pacific North-
west -- many of whom came from the British Isles and
Nordic Region -- brought their melodies with them

to the New World. The Three Folksongs of the Pacific
Northwest on today’s program are drawn from the dis-
tant past in Oregon Territory, a time and place where
French merchants and British agents of the Hudson’s
Bay Company learned to communicate with Native
populations using the Chinook Jargon. European
settlers in the region rehashed their traditional folk
songs to reflect life in the Puget Sound region. The first
of these songs takes its title from one of Seattle’s early
business ventures, the brothel Illahee, which opened on
Seattle’s infamous Skid Row in 1861. The last of these
songs includes a line which was well-known in Seattle
in the mid-20th Century, and which was an inspiration
to a certain entrepreneurial folk singer of Norwegian
and Swedish ancestry. This musical businessman was,
of course, no other than Ivar Haglund, who grew up in
early Seattle, being “surrounded by acres of clams.”
-Steven Luksan



Join us for our upcoming concerts!
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Denmark
A Fair & Lovely Land
March 2, 2 pm
Norway
Musical Migration
April 27, 2 pm
Sweden
Keys to the Swedish Harp
May 18, 2 pm

nordicchambermusic.org

Puget Sound Welsh Association
Today’s reception is generously provided by the
Northwest Welsh Association. We are grateful for
their collaboration and delictious treats. Donations
are welcome to support their costs for today as well
as for their organzition.

0
v

LIA
SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA

d’

N

thaliasymphony.org

AY)

Choir of the Sound, Thalia Symphony Orchestra,
and Northwest Edvard Grieg Society present:

PEER GYNT

SHOREWOOD HIGH SCHOOL
THEATER

SUNDAY, FEB. I6TH
@ 3PM

Scan QR code

nwegriegsociety.org to buy tickets

The 2024-2025 season is produced by the

Northwest Edvard Grieg Society, & supported,

in part, by the Barbro Osher Pro Sueica
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Enjoy America’s only Norwegian newspaper delivered
directly to your mailbox or access it digitally on demand!

Support us!

Donations are welcome flr' Y '1
& always appreciated.

Donate securely by
scanning this QR code.
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